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PURPOSE STATEMENT

To provide a transportation alternative that will relieve the ever increasing truck traffic in downtown Vergennes for public safety and economic considerations.

NEED STATEMENT

The movement of truck traffic through the Vergennes downtown has increased public safety concerns and is jeopardizing our fragile economy.  The citizens of Vergennes have repeatedly expressed concerns relating to truck traffic such as pedestrian and bicycle safety, hazardous spills and emergency services, pollution, vibration, noise and congestion.  A northerly Route 22 A / VT Route 17 by-pass will immediately reduce truck traffic by approximately 50%.

ISSUE

The City of Vergennes, population 2,600, is a small municipality with VT Route 22A as its Main Street.  VT Route 22A truck traffic has increased exponentially over the past 20 years as a result of demand for goods in Chittenden County.  Traffic studies have been conducted in 1995, 2002 and 2007 in attempt to quantify and address this issue with no lasting solutions being implemented.  According to public safety officials, numerous truck traffic events have occurred on Main Street, particularly on the northerly route where the grade is 10% which exceeds the recommended 7% grade.  The Truck Network Improvement Study commissioned by VTRANS states “large trucks should avoid congested and historic urban areas that have on-street parking and pedestrian and bicycle traffic”.   
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PROPOSED CORRECTIVE MEASURE

The City of Vergennes requests that VTRANS consider a proposal that would create a northerly truck route beginning at Route 22 A in Addison Four Corners and heading east along VT Route 17 to U.S. Route 7 in New Haven.  This would be a northbound route for trucks only, southbound traffic would be directed as usual to VT Route 22A off U.S. Route 7 in Vergennes.  The proposed route avoids railroad tracks and the entrance onto U.S. Route 7 in New Haven includes an existing passing lane.  Public safety officials indicate that the southbound route through Vergennes is considered to be the safer route of the two supporting this routing.  The by-pass would add 5 miles to the 300 mile round trip from Albany, NY to Burlington, VT or a 1.7% increase in mileage.
TRUCK TRAFFIC FACTS

A traffic study from June 6 – June 12, 2012 with data provided by the Addison County Regional Planning Commission reveals that total traffic counts on Main Street in Vergennes were 61,963 north and south bound.  The percentage of identifiable trucks in Class 8-13 (four axle or more single and multiple trailers) was 9.1% or approximately 5,639 trucks per week.  The data further reveals that approximately 80% of this traffic occurs between the hours of 8 AM and 6 PM or 644 trucks per day or 64 per hour, or over one truck per minute.  The adverse affects of this degree of truck traffic should not be allowed in a small scale, historic downtown such as Vergennes.  
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SUPPORT FOR THIS PROPOSAL

The following plans have supported a truck by-pass of downtown Vergennes.


Finding Vergennes – Downtown Revitalization Study 1999


Greater Vergennes Traffic Impact Feasibility Study 2002


VT 22A/ South Water St./Macdonough Drive Study 2006


Multi-Use Path & Sidewalk Planning/Feasibility Study 2006


Vergennes Municipal Plan 2009 and 2014

Vermont Western Corridor Transportation Management Plan 2010


Addison County Regional Plan 2008 and 2011


Cultivating Community through Sustainable Transportation 2012


Vergennes Community Visit Report VCRD 2014

This proposal makes sense for the following reasons:

Safety:

It will immediately reduce truck traffic in downtown Vergennes by approximately 50%, thereby reducing the aforementioned detrimental affects by 50%.
The VT Route 17 bridge over Otter Creek will not experience an increase in two way truck traffic.   

Vergennes Main Street lies along the Champlain Bikeway, and the current heavy truck traffic jeopardizes bicyclist’s safety.

Hundreds of trucks carrying hazardous materials including compressed natural gas travel along Main Street weekly.  Our public safety officials have limited specific training and/or equipment to handle a hazardous material event potentially jeopardizing the lives of our residents.
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The existing northerly route through Vergennes poses operational grade challenges for large trucks.  According to the Truck Network Improvements Constraint Prioritization cited by VHB Inc., the “vertical grade on Main Street significantly exceeds the current standards and the recommended standards”.

The rerouting of northbound truck traffic would remove the single largest impediment when considering the possibility of installing a signaled intersection at Main Street, South Water Street and Macdonough Drive.

Economic:

The City of Vergennes recognizes its responsibility to host vehicular traffic for economic reasons.
  The Vergennes Downtown Revitalization Plan notes that truck traffic could be detrimental to downtown business development if left unchecked.  Currently, restaurants and lodging establishments are receiving negative comments on truck traffic.  These comments pertain to engine noise, vibration, engine brakes and exhaust fumes.  
  Vergennes’ Main Street is predominantly on bedrock.  The constant vibration of large truck traffic can deteriorate the foundations and infrastructure of our National Trust designated historic downtown.  In addition, excessive truck traffic is known to have a negative effect on livability and potentially on property values.
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Property owners and residents have spent millions of dollars in private and public investments in our downtown.  We have been the recipient of over $240,000 in direct grants and $740,000 in tax credits for historic downtown buildings.  This public investment needs to be safeguarded and not be jeopardized by increasing truck traffic.

 The Vergennes Opera House was restored with over $2,000,000                                           in private and public funds.  Truck traffic noise and vibration hinder the quality and use of this structure.

Vergennes business owners overwhelmingly support this by- pass for safety and economic reasons.  See attached letters of support.

ENFORCEMENT

The northerly by-pass route would be enforced by reducing the     weight limit on northbound VT Route 22A in the City of Vergennes to 40,000 lbs.  Trucks requiring access for deliveries in Vergennes from Route 22A south would apply for and receive an annual overweight permit from the City of Vergennes.

Signage would be placed on VT Route 22A well in advance of any start date.  The signed truck route would require updating of web-based routing applications and local police would incrementally enforce the concept.
ATTACHMENTS - FORTHCOMING
Letters of support from Vergennes officials, Vergennes Partnership, Vergennes Opera House, Bixby Library, Boys and Girls Club of Vergennes, legislative representatives, business and property owners on Main Street.
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CONTACTS:

Chris Cole – Secretary of Transportation

Michele Boomhower – VTRANS Director of Policy and Planning

Joe Segal – Director of Policy, Planning and Research

Adam Lougee – ACRPC

Claire Ayer – Addison County Senator

Chris Bray – Addison County Senator

Diane Lanpher – Vergennes Representative

Warren Van Wyck – Vergennes Representative

William Schultheisse – Toole Design Transportation

Gary Holloway - Vermont Downtown Program

Gerianne Smart – President FOVOH
Renny Perry – President Vergennes Partnership

