Vergennes Basin Committee
10/06/2015

Attending: Tim Cook, Teena Hayden, Marlynn Hable, Dave Hable

The purpose of the meeting was to provide information about, and receive information about the
recent community visit from the Toole Design Group.

Mike explained the origin of the visit. Vergennes received a grant from the Vermont Department
of Transportation to improve transportation connections between the downtown and the basin.
The grant also includes funds for an economic assessment of the downtown. The grant is
administered by the Addison County Regional Planning Commission. Toole Design was hired to
do the work in conjunction with Landworks in Middlebury, and Kennedy Associates out of South
Burlington. Assuming all goes well, the results from the assessment will be incorporated into the
city’s Municipal Development Plan, and better position the city for funding implementation of the
recommendations.

During a free-ranging discussion some items were raised for consideration:

increase payment to the voluntary pay stations by leaving envelopes with boats

provide signage in English and French

fix the staircase where it is starting to show age

At the kiosk, post contact information for the person maintaining it so people know who

to get in touch with if any changes are needed

e Get food trucks into the Basin. Boaters are especially interested in ice cream when they
arrive in a new place

e Continue vegetation management in Falls Park, before the areas cleared last year
becomes overgrown

e The pop-up kiosk from the community visit is not permanently situated. It should be.

(Teena will follow up with Mel)

Teena raised a few items specifically related to the Community Visit:
e she lived in Tuscon where reverse angle parking was common and described it as a
“nightmare”. It takes a long time to get used to it
e she expressed concern about the downhill bike lanes to the bridge. Bikers will build up
speed coming downhill and then run out of a designated lane at the bridge. Bikers will
need clear warning that there will be an upcoming merge.



