The task force met on September 15, 2015

Updates

Since the meetings in April and May:

1.

Ashley worked with David to get a cost estimate for the proposed boardwalk that would
connect the stairway to the docks on the Macdonough Park side of the basin. The
boardwalk could cost anywhere from $100 per linear foot to upwards of $700 per linear
foot.

2. This request was was passed along to Mayor Benton: Remove grills (rather than fixing
them)

3. Garbage/recycling cans were added to both sides of basin

4. The yardarm was dropped and volunteers gave it a fresh coat of paint. Also, new flags
were hung.

5. A few picnic tables might have been added to picnic areas.

6. Vegetation was cleared from Falls Park side of basin.

7. Lamp-post planters were filled with plants and flowers and maintained over the summer

8. Kiosk content on City Docks side was refreshed (menus, etc.)

9. A topographic survey of the Macdonough Park side was completed. It was used to draft
a sketch of the proposed boardwalk.

10. Land on the Macdonough Park side was acquired by the City; the city now owns the
entire stretch along the water’s edge

11. Less noise, fewer campfires have been noticed on the Macdonough Park side

12. More people have been visiting the Falls Park side -- a marked difference compared to
last year

13. Positive feedback about the effects of the Basin Group’s work has been received from
community members and visitors

Still to do:

1. Some of the vegetation that was cleared from Falls Park needs to be removed or burned

2. Upgrade paths (for example, add gravel to the section that connects the parking lot and
path toward UTC)

3. Install a bulletin board at Falls Park

4. Add a second dog-doo bag dispenser and post the ordinance that states that dog
owners must clean up after their dogs

5. Repair existing picnic tables

6. Trash accumulates on the Macdonough Park side; if a trash can needs to be emptied
more frequently then tell Jim Larrow.

7. s the US flag lit adequately at night? Get a down-facing solar-powered light to put at the

top of the flagpole?
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We prepared for the downtown-basin master plan meetings scheduled by the O'Toole Group for
September 25 and 26, 2015.

How to ensure Basin Group input is shared with the consultants?
1. Share our meeting notes (archives here on the City website) - Mike to do
2. Attend the meetings on September 25-26.
a. There will be two walks on Friday, September 25, one to High Street and the

other to Falls Park. 3 Basin Group members volunteered to join each walk. High
Street: Betsey, Carrie, Tim. Falls Park: Betsy, Ashley, Mike.

3. There was a proposal to create an online survey. In addition, a member of the O’Toole

Group has invited feedback via email: isler@tooledesign.com.

What should the Basin Group recommend?
1. Boardwalk to connect the stairway to the docks on the Macdonough Park side of the

basin

o Note that some have concerns about flooding, freezing and thawing. Timber &
Stone LLC (East Montpelier) website has examples of how boardwalks, bridges
and trails can be constructed in wet areas.

2. Signage directing people to and from the basin
3. Bike path / rail trail from Park & Ride to Basin (and beyond)

o This has been of interest to many in the community for a long time. There is
some private property along the route, but detours might be possible in these
sections. Tim will draw a map.

4. Improved sidewalks, especially along Macdonough Drive
5. Accessible treehouse

Questions
1. Is a representative from Green Mountain Power able to attend these events? - Mike will
ask

2. lIs arepresentative from UTC able to attend these events? The trail toward UTC is
outside the scope of the plan.

Next meeting: Tuesday, October 6, 7 pm at the Vergennes Opera House. (Betsy will check
availability.)
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